
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/648,190 



08/27/2003 



Yusuke Yasukawa 



1080.1128 



3483 



21171 7590 09/07/2005 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 
SUITE 700 

1201 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



EXAMINER 



PATEL, HEM ANT SHANTILAL 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2645 



DATE MAILED: 09/07/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/648,190 


Applicant(s) 

YASUKAWA ET AL 


Examiner 

Hemant Patel 


Art Unit 

2645 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kawakita (International Publication No. WO 99/67067). 

Regarding claim 1, Kawakita discloses a robot including a moving mechanism 
for causing the robot to move freely, comprising: 

a communication section (Fig. 2, item 25) which wirelessly (paragraph 0076, 
cordless telephone, paragraph 0211, mobile phone) connects to a communication line; 

a detection section (Fig. 2, item 20, controller) which detects a request provided 
by a user (paragraph 0078); 

a storing section (Fig. 2, item 20, paragraph 0043, memory in controller) which 
stores a message (paragraph 0221, response message) and a telephone number 
(paragraph 0149, previously registered family or hospital); and 

a telephone control section (Fig. 2, item 20, controller) which causes the 
communication section (Fig. 2, item 25) to dial the telephone number stored in the 
storing section (paragraph 0149, previously registered family or hospital) in response to 
the detection section detecting the request (paragraph 0149, detection of absence of 
reaction) provided by the user, and then delivers the message stored in the storing 
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section (paragraph 0221, response message) as a voice message to a receiver when 
the receiver responds. 

Regarding claim 3, Kawakita discloses a robot, further comprising a microphone 
(Fig. 1, item 10) and a speaker (Fig. 1, item 11), and wherein the telephone control 
section causes, after delivering the message to the receiver (Paragraphs 0079 - 0082, 
transmitting sound and images), the communication section to be in a state of 
communication using the microphone and the speaker (Paragraphs 0084, staying in 
video telephone conversation). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kawakita 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Klein (US Patent No. 6,064,303). 

Regarding claim 2, Kawakita teaches of a robot, wherein the storing section 
stores a plurality of telephone numbers (paragraph 0149, hospital and family) and the 
detection section detects a plurality of modes of requests (paragraph 0078, keypad 
input detection, paragraph 0097, handshake pressure detection). 

Kawakita does not teach of a plurality of messages respectively associated with 
the plurality of telephone numbers and the telephone control section dialing a telephone 
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number according to a mode of request detected by the detection section, and 
delivering a message associated with the dialed telephone number. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Klein teaches of a system with a plurality 
of messages associated with a plurality of telephone numbers (Fig. 6, item 604, 
telephone #) and dialing a telephone number according to a mode of request (Fig. 6, 
item 602, diagnosis) detected and delivering a message associated with dialed 
telephone number (Fig. 6, item 606, message). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify a 
robot as taught by Kawakita to include a plurality of telephone numbers with respective 
plurality of messages as taught by Klein in order to deliver a message specific to a 
detected event to a responsible called party. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kawakita 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kataoka (US Patent Application 
Publication No. 2002/0181723 A1). 

Regarding claim 6, Kawakita teaches of a robot, further comprising: 

a microphone (Fig. 1, item 10); and 

a movement control section (Fig. 2, item 20). 

Kawakita does not teach of a voice recognition section which recognizes that the 
robot is called based on a voice received by the microphone; and also does not teach of 
a movement control section which controls, when the voice recognition section 
recognizes that the robot is called, the moving mechanism so as to move the robot 
closer to a speaker who is calling the robot. 
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However, in the same field of endeavor, Kataoka teaches of a means for 
controlling a robot to move naturally upon its motion in voice recognition (paragraph 
0017). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify a 
robot as taught by Kawakita to include a means of voice recognition as taught by Klein 
in order to move the robot closer to the speaker who is calling the robot. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Claims 4 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 4, further specifies a system with an e-mail transmission function, storing 
an e-mail address and a message associated with the e-mail, and transmitting a 
message associated with e-mail according to a mode of detected request. 

The closet prior art of record is Kawakita as applied above, which teaches of a 
robot, wherein the detection section (Fig. 2, item 20, controller) detects a plurality of 
modes of requests (paragraph 0078, keypad input detection, paragraph 0149, detection 
of absence of reaction) and telephone control section (Fig. 2, item 20, thru 
communication unit) transmits information (paragraph 0149, trouble message). 

Kawakita fails to disclose the specific feature of storing an e-mail address with 
associated message and transmitting a corresponding message to an e-mail address. 
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The remaining prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest substantially 
modifying Kawakita with this specific feature in order to arrive at the invention claimed in 
detail by the applicant. 

Claim 5, further directs to a function of dialing a telephone number based on the 
mode of request and also sending a message to an e-mail address if no response is 
received to this telephone call. 

The closet prior art of record is Kawakita as applied above, which teaches of a 
robot, wherein the telephone control section (Fig. 2, item 20, thru communication unit) 
dials a telephone number based on the mode of request (paragraph 0078, keypad input 
detection, paragraph 0149, detection of absence of reaction). 

Kawakita fails to disclose the specific feature of transmitting a message to an e- 
mail address. 

The remaining prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest substantially 
modifying Kawakita with this specific feature in order to arrive at the invention claimed in 
detail by the applicant. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hemant Patel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8620. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. On 
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July 15. 2005 , the FAX Number will change to 571-273-8300. Faxes sent to the old 
number (703-872-9306) will be routed to the new number until September 15, 2005. 
After September 15. 2005 . the old number will no longer be in service. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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